
planetGOLD Criteria 
for Environmentally 
and Socially Responsible 
Operations 
A guidance set by the planetGOLD programme 

If you need assistance or have any inquiries, 
Contact us for more details:

E-mail: invest.ph@artisanalgold.org
Mobile Number: +(63) 995 478 9651 / +(63) 998 332 9368
Facebook: @pGOLDphilippines

www.planetgold.org/philippines

ONLINE RESOURCES: 

Due Diligence Resources for Suppliers and Buyers: 
https://www.planetgold.org/due-diligence-
resources-suppliers-and-buyers

OECD Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible 
Mineral Supply Chains
www.duediligenceguidance.org

planetGOLD-specific Criteria
In addition, planetGOLD SSM organizations must conform with three 
additional criteria that are specific to the planetGOLD programme: 

Eliminating mercury 
in the mining process
and appropriately managing 
mercury contaminated 
tailings, in keeping with the 
objectives of the Minamata 
Convention on Mercury; 

Respecting 
and protecting 
the rights of 
Indigenous Peoples
per requirements of the 
GEF Environment and 
Social safeguards; and

Minimizing impact 
on biodiversity
reflecting additional 
environmental protection 
considerations required by the 
GEF, with a special emphasis 
on protecting biodiversity and 
critical habitats.

The planetGOLD (Global Opportunities for the Long-term Devel-
opment of the Artisanal and Small-Scale Gold Mining sector) is a 
five-year project funded by the Global Environment Facility (GEF)
designed to address key issues linked to continued mercury use 
in Artisanal and Small-Scale Gold Mining (ASGM) communities. 
The planetGOLD program will help miners across project countries 
reduce the use of mercury by facilitating access to finance and 
through the development of sustainable ASGM gold supply chains. 

In the Philippines, the planetGOLD project is being implement-
ed by the United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
(UNIDO) and the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), 
in partnership with the Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR) and the Mines and Geosiences Bureau (MGB). 
The Artisanal Gold Council (AGC) serves as the executing agency 
for the project. 
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The planetGOLD Criteria for 
Environmentally and Socially 
Responsible Operations 
The planetGOLD programme is working to eliminate mercury 
from the supply chain of gold produced by artisanal and small-
scale miners in support of the countries’ commitments under 
the Minamata Convention on Mercury.

However, such measures often require investment in better 
equipment as well as training in new technical and business 
skills. 

One key element of attracting finance and 
engaging formal markets is to ensure that 
gold is produced according to relevant 
environmental and social standards. 
Due diligence processes can provide confidence 
to all actors in the gold supply chain that such 
standards are being addressed. 

Thus, the planetGOLD programme created a 
guidance that sets out specific criteria to govern 
the operations by  artisanal and small-scale mining 
(ASM) beneficiaries engaged with the planetGOLD 
programme. 

By adhering to these criteria, beneficiaries of the programme will meet 
the environmental and social safeguards required of Global Environment 
Facility (GEF)-funded projects.

About CRAFT Code 

The Code of Risk-mitigation for ASM 
engaging in Formal Trade (CRAFT Code) 
is an open-source standard. It enables 
ASM gold producers to access formal 
markets by proactively facilitating 
due diligence of their supply chains 
conforming with the Organization for 
Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) Guidance at the earliest possible 
stage of their development.

www.craftmines.org

The planetGOLD Criteria incorporate Modules 1 to 4 of the CRAFT 
Code for SSM organization’s conformance. At the same time, 
they shall obtain support from the planetGOLD programme for 
improving mining practices and for engaging with formal markets.

It requires the adoption of a management system. 
SSM organizations will be supported to establish and 
strengthen their organizational structure. 

Module 1

It includes criteria to assess the “legitimacy” of 
SSM organizations. They will be provided guidance 
to accomplish public or private documents that 
authorize its operation. 

Module 2

SSM organizations will be supported in the possible 
collection of evidence and the assessment and 
implementation of risk management plans to mitigate 
risks in their operations. 

Modules 3 & 4


